
Las Mariposas 





La mariposa es un insecto. Tiene seis  
piernas y cuatro alas. 
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El cuerpo de la  
mariposa tiene tres 
partes.  
 
 

El abdomen le ayuda 
a la mariposa a  
comer, respirar, y 
hacer bebés. El 
tórax es donde las 
piernas y las alas 
están ligadas. 
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La cabeza de la mariposa tiene una boca, 
dos ojos, y dos antenas. Las mariposas usan 
las antenas para olfatear.  
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La boca de la  
mariposa es un  
tubo que funciona 
como un popote.   
 
 
 

La boca le ayuda a 
la mariposa a beber 
el néctar que está 
dentro de las  
flores. 
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Una mariposa 
mamá pone  
huevos en las 
plantas. Escoge 
plantas que sus 
bebés pueden 
comer. 
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Los huevos de la mariposa sólo tardan unos 
días o semanas para romperse. Las orugas 
recién nacidas están muy chiquitas. 
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Las orugas no hacen nada salvo comer y crecer. 
Unas crecen a su tamaño estándar dentro de 
una semana. Otras tardan hasta un año. 
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Cuando la oruga llega al tamaño estándar, 
busca un lugar seguro y se pega a un palo. 
Su piel se cae y debajo de la antigua piel 
hay una nueva piel dura que se llama la 
crisálida. 
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Adentro de la  
crisálida la oruga se 
está convirtiendo 
en una mariposa. 
 
 
 

A veces esto sólo 
toma una semana, 
pero puede tomar 
hasta ocho meses. 
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¡La oruga se ha convertido en una mariposa! 
Está lista para echar a volar, poner más 
huevos, y empezar de nuevo el ciclo. 
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The Mustard Seed Books project uses an open-source, Wikipedia-type strategy, leveraging 
public expertise to create and refine a set of high-quality books that support early reading 
development. All of the books and pictures are covered by the Creative Commons License 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/ ) and are free to print, distribute, and modify 
for personal or educational use. The books are available at www.mustardseedbooks.org. 
New titles appear on a regular basis. 
 
There is a blog post on the website so that we can receive and discuss feedback on the 
books. These books have been revised a number of times, but we’d love to keep improving 
them. Any feedback is welcome.  We also welcome photos or ideas for new books. 
 
Photos for these books come primarily from Flickr (www.flickr.com) and the Morgue File 
(www.morguefile.com). Both sites are great resources for high-quality publicly accessible 
photos and for aspiring photographers looking to share their work. All photographs are  
covered by the Creative Commons License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/ ).  
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Our aim with this series of books is to weave together two significant goals in the design 
of early reading materials—that the books are both instructional and engaging. Books 
designed to develop reading skills often end up feeling like work to read, while books 
designed to be interesting are often too difficult for beginning readers. 
 
These books for beginning readers support phonics-based classroom instruction by 
including a high concentration of phonetically regular words, as well as the most 
commonly used sight words. However, the books are written using pictures and stories 
that make sense, with simple language structures supporting independent reading and 
language development. Our intent is to produce books that kids want to read, think 
about, talk about and read again. 
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